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for initiation or further prosecution of a patent application noted in the submission. This 
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This information disclosure statement is filed pursuant to 37 C.F.R. Sec. 1.97(b). This 
information disclosure statement is filed either (1) within three months of the filing date 
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of a national application other than a continued prosecution application under 37 
C.F.R. Sec. 1 .53(d); (2) within three months of the date of entry of the national stage as 
set forth in 37 C.F.R. Sec. 1.491 in an international application; (3) before the mailing 
date of a first Office action on the merits; or (4) before the mailing of a first Office action 
after the filing of a request for continued examination under 37 C.F.R. Sec. 1.114, 
whichever event occurs last. Accordingly, this information disclosure statement 
requires no fee and no certification. The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge 
any additional required fees or credit any overpayments associated with this 
information disclosure statement to our deposit account no. 502885. It is respectfully 
requested that (1) the Examiner sign the enclosed Form PTO-1449 to evidence that 
the cited information has been fully considered by the Patent and Trademark Office 
during the examination of this application; and (2) the citations for the cited information 
be printed on any patent that issues from this application. The submission of this 
information disclosure statement by the Applicant(s) shall not be construed as a 
representation that a search has been performed or that no other material information 
under 37 C.F.R. Sec. 1.56 exists. See 37 C.F.R. Sec. 1.97(g). The submission of this 
information disclosure statement by the Applicant(s) shall not be construed as an = 
admission that any information cited or referred to herein is, or is considered to be, 
material to the patentability of one or more of the pending claims in this application 
pursuant to 37 C.F.R. Sec. 1.56(b), unless specifically designated by the Applicant(s) 
as such. See 37 C.F.R. Sec. 1 .97(h). The submission of this information disclosure 
statement by the Applicant(s) shall not be construed as an admission that any 
information cited or referred to herein is, or is considered to be, or even qualifies as 
"prior art" under 35 U.S.C. Sec. 102 with respect to this invention, unless specifically 
designated by the Applicant(s) as such. Notwithstanding any statements by the 
Applicant(s), the Examiner is urged to form his or her own conclusion regarding the 
relevance of the cited information. 
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US Patent Documents 
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Cite.No. 


Patent No. 


Date 


Patentee 


Kind 


Class 


Subclass 




1 


6090104 


2000-07-18 


Webster, Jr. 




606 


41 




2 


6119041 


2000-09-12 


Pomeranz et al. 


607 


101 j 




3 


6120476 


2000-09-19 


Fung et al. 


604 


95 




4 


6123699 


2000-09-26 


Webster, Jr. 


604 


528 




5 


6146338 


2000-11-14 


Gardeski et al. 


600 


585 




6 


6156034 


2000-12-05 


Cosio et al. 


606 


41 




7 


6168594 


2001-01-02 


LaFontaine et al. 


606 


41 




8 


6169916 


2001-01-02 


West 


600 


373 




9 


6171275 


2001-01-09 


Webster, Jr. 


604 


20 




10 


6171277 


2001-01-09 


Ponzi 


604 


95.04 




11 


6183435 


2001-02-06 


Bumbalough et al. 


604 


95.01 j 




12 


6183463 


2001-02-06 


Webster, Jr. 


604 


528 




13 


6198974 


2001-03-06 


Webster, Jr. 


607 


122 




14 


6200315 


2001-03-13 


Gaiser et al. 


606 


41 
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15 


6203507 


2001-03-20 


Wadsworth et al. 




600 | 


585 




16 


6210362 


2001-04-03 


Ponzi 




604 


95.01 




17 


6210406 


2001-04-03 


Webster 




606 


41 




18 


6210407 


2001-04-03 


Webster 




606 


41 




19 


6217528 


2001-04-17 


Koblish et al. 




600 


585 




20 


6217573 


2001-04-17 


Webster 




606 


41 




21 


6217574 


2001-04-17 


Webster 




606 


41 




22 


6217576 


2001-04-17 


Tu et al. 




606 


41 




23 


6221070 


2001-04-24 


Tu et al. 




606 


41 




24 


6224587 


2001-05-01 


Gibson 




604 


528 




25 


6233477 


2001-05-15 


Chia et al. 




600 


424 




26 


6238393 


2001-05-29 


Mulier et al. 




606 


41 
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